WESTWOOD SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Westwood, Massachusetts

Attendance and Call to Order

MEETING MINUTES
April 10, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 4:32pm by Chair Anthony Mullin. The meeting was
held remotely1. Also present on the call were: Josepha Jowdy, Vice Chairperson; Carol
Lewis, Clerk; Charles Donahue; and Maya Plotkin. Superintendent Emily Parks was
present on behalf of the District. John Cianciarulo recorded the minutes.
Call to Order
Mr. Mullin called the meeting to order via roll-call attendance.
Mrs. Jowdy
Mrs. Lewis
Mr. Donahue
Mrs. Plotkin
Mr. Mullin

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

The public was able to view the meeting online at www.westwood.k12.ma.us/live to
provide real-time, public access to the activities of the School Committee.
Action Items
Approval of Revised 2019-2020 School Calendar
Ms. Parks is recommending that the School Committee remove April vacation from this
year’s school calendar. If approved, the last day of school for students would now be
Friday, June 19. This includes the “make-up” days for:
• Tuesday, December 3 due to snow
• The state-required make-up days due to COVID-19:
o Friday, March 13
o Monday, March 16
o Tuesday, March 17
o Wednesday, March 18
Ms. Parks indicated that the District leadership team is in agreement with the
recommendation. In addition, she has consulted the teachers’ association, as their
perspective is important. The union surveyed its members and eighty-percent agreed
with the recommendation to cancel April vacation.
In addition, the Tri-County Superintendents’ Roundtable has been discussing the topic.
All of the representative districts, with the exception of two, are recommending the
cancellation to their School Committees.

1

Remote meeting held in accordance with Executive Order of MA Governor, March 12, 2020 (Attached)
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Commissioner Riley has stated that all days lost to health, weather, or safety
emergencies be made-up to ensure a 180-day school year; or until the district has
reached its previously-scheduled 185th day.
On the original calendar, the last day for students was Thursday, June 18. Five days
would take the last day to June 25. Last Friday, the Commissioner provided updated
guidance to districts with an option to cancel April vacation and add the four possible
school days for April vacation back onto the calendar. Monday, April 20 is the Patriots’
Day holiday and cannot be a school day.
If this change the calendar is approved, the District would only need to make up one
day in June.
The was consensus among the Committee that any sense of a normal April vacation is
impossible. People are stuck in their homes and not able to take a vacation. Most
teachers and many parents feel like they are just getting into the rhythm of distance
learning and would like to maintain that momentum.
Mr. Donahue made a motion to cancel April vacation and approve the revised 20192020 school calendar with the last day for students to be Friday, June 19, 2020. Mrs.
Plotkin seconded.
Mrs. Jowdy
Mrs. Lewis
Mr. Donahue
Mrs. Plotkin
Mr. Mullin

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Vote 5-0-0.
Result: Approved (Unanimous)
Adjournment
Mrs. Lewis motioned to adjourn. Mrs. Jowdy seconded.
Mrs. Jowdy
Mrs. Lewis
Mr. Donahue
Mrs. Plotkin
Mr. Mullin

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Vote: 5-0-0.
Result: Approved (Unanimous)
The meeting adjourned at 4:49pm.
List of Documents and Exhibits Used at Meeting:
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•

Draft revised 2019-2020 school calendar for School Committee approval.
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