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The WPS COVID Team:

So far this school year:

● 217 positive cases (students and staff)
● 1871 students and staff tracked by team (positive cases, close 

contact, travel, symptomatic)
● 512 consultations
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What we know from contact tracing:

● The vast majority of cases is due to household transmission or 
indoor, maskless gatherings.



Quarantines (monthly snapshot)
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SC date # of 
students in 
quarantine

# of staff in 
quarantine

Oct. 8th 30 20

Nov. 12th 49 20

Dec. 10th 32 14

Jan. 14th 103 16

Feb. 11th 36 6

Mar. 11th 9 4



Is there evidence of in-school transmission?
● Of all of the students and staff who have been designated close contacts as a 

result of possible in-school exposure:

○ No elementary or high school students or staff have subsequently tested positive.

○ There was one case at the preschool where a class was quarantined after a student tested 
positive. One of the other students subsequently tested positive.

○ There was one case at TMS where a teacher and student working one-on-one (at less than 6 
ft.) for an extended period of time both tested positive.

● This analysis includes specialized programs and the preschool where 
maintaining 6 ft of physical distance is not possible.



Safety Mitigation Measures:
● Masks
● Handwashing
● Staying home when symptomatic
● Contact tracing
● Physical distancing (3 ft. minimum during instructional time, 6 ft. during lunch, 

snack, and mask breaks)
● Weekly COVID testing
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King-Philip Regional (Grades 7-12)
● Have had students in-person at 3ft since Columbus Day.

● Given their large class sizes and small classroom sizes, they couldn’t even do 
hybrid at greater than 3 ft.  (e.g. HS classes of 34.)

● The teacher has 6 ft of space at front of classroom.

● They have had a school go remote twice due to gatherings in the community 
and a need to do contact tracing.

● Of the 2280 students and staff, they have had 78 positive COVID cases.

● Of the 78 cases, there are two cases that they think might be in-school 
transmission. 



Shawsheen Technical High School
● Have had students in-person since the start of the school year at 3ft.

● 3 ft. is the distance both in the classrooms and in the shops.

● Of the 1300 students and 250 staff, they have had 42 positive cases.

● They do not have evidence of in-school transmission:

○ None of their close contacts have tested positive.
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Recommendation:
● Students in all grades attend school in-person 5 days per week, beginning 

April 5th.
● Student desks spaced at least 3 ft apart.
● Students spaced 6 ft. apart when eating or taking a mask break.
● To the extent possible, eating and mask breaks outdoors.
● In grades 4-12, students will be able to “zoom” into class when quarantined or 

home for COVID-related reasons, with the approval of the WPS COVID 
Team.

● Grades K-3 will continue to have access to a remote learning coach when in 
quarantine or home for COVID-related reasons.

● Students in the fully remote model may remain fully remote for remainder of 
the year. 17



School Hours:
● The premise in the Fall Reopening Plan was to create schedules that worked 

for all 3 possible models. The plan was approved by DESE.
● DESE announced on Tuesday that it would be transitioning away from the 

“emergency” provisions created prior to the start of the school year and meet 
the state’s requirements for full-time learning. (K-8: average of 5 hours per 
day, 9-12: average of 5.5 hours per day)

● This requirement goes into effect:
○ K-5: April 5th
○ 6-8: April 28th
○ 9-12: TBA some time in April with 2 weeks of lead time

● Westwood anticipated this possibility during collective bargaining and 
planning and created new schedules to meet the requirement.
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School Hours:
● Elem:  8:45 am -2:30 pm (includes lunch)  [Wed: 8:45 am  -12:45 pm, no lunch]

● TMS:  7:45 am-1:45 pm (includes lunch) [Wed: 7:45 am-12:10 pm, no 
lunch]

● WHS: 7:25 am-1:15 pm (no lunch) [Wed: 7:25 am-12:55 pm, no lunch]
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Calendar Adjustments:
● The March 10th professional day has been rescheduled for April 28th.

○ No school for students.
○ At the elementary level, the day will be used for parent-teacher conferences.

● The professional day originally scheduled for May 12th will be a day of school 
for students.

○ This day will serve as the makeup for the Feb. snow day.
○ The last day of school students will, therefore, be Wed., June 16th as originally scheduled.
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More details coming...
● Principals will send home information tomorrow and will be available to 

answer questions.
○ Elementary: Contact building principal
○ MS: Parent Q&A, Thursday, 3/18, 11:00-12:00 (will be recorded)
○ HS: Parent Q&A, Tuesday, 3/16, 6:00-7:00 pm (will be recorded)

● Issues people have asked about…
○ Yes, there will be ample time for students at the MS and HS to safely snack during the day.
○ Yes, HS students will still be able to leave the building during free periods (unless their parents 

opt them out).
○ There will be a change in HS science labs...labs will be done within the long class block (no 

double lab periods)
○ MS blocks will be shortened by 11 minutes, and a support block (formerly “X-block) will be 

reinstated as a time for intervention, small groups, individual support, etc.
○ There will be a large tent at the MS for use during lunch (and also at Sheehan).
○ Yes, we’re keeping K-4 at 6 ft. if at all possible.
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Student COVID Testing Program:
Percentage of Students Registered:
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Preschool 34%

Elementary 29%

Middle School 35%

High School 34%

Deerfield 34%

Downey 20%

Hanlon 24%

MJ 32%

Sheehan 35%


