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MJ,

Our library was a little louder, our outfits a little zanier (a lot of people repping Gryffindor), and our

noses were buried a little deeper in books this past week! We just wrapped up Read Across

America Week this week at MJ.

Students and staff repped Where's Waldo, the Cat In the Hat, Harry Potter and Thing 1 and Thing 2

among many others this week with our Spirit Days reminding us that reading is anything but boring.

But the real magic happened all week:

Mentorship in Action: TMS 8th-grade "Book Buddies" visited our 1st-grade classrooms to

share their favorite stories. Seeing our oldest students mentor our youngest readers is a

heartwarming reminder of the community we’ve built here.

The Park Street Book Fair: A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Book Fair!

Students loved exploring the shelves and finding new adventures to take home.

The PTO March Madness Read-A-Thon brought out everyone’s competitive spirit. We saw

record-breaking reading minutes logged this week!

Beyond the fun and games, this week reinforces a vital truth: literacy is the foundation of

everything we do. We strive to provide our students with books that act as windows (views into

others realities), mirrors (reflecting own life), and sliding glass doors (allowing readers to enter
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new worlds). By celebrating reading as a community, we show our students that books are more

than just schoolwork—they are a gateway to new worlds, deeper empathy, and a lifelong journey of

learning.

Thank you to the teachers, volunteers, and parents who helped make this week a "novel" success!

Matt

1st Grade Scientists 2nd Grade Student

Created Non-Fiction

Where's Waldo at the MJ

Book Fair?

Earlier this week, we enjoyed a wonderful "full-circle" moment at MJ! 8th graders from TMS and MJ

alumni returned to our halls to spend time with our 1st graders. The buddies paired up to share

stories, with the 8th graders reading favorites to the younger students, and our 1st graders proudly

debuting their own student-created books.

Westwood Artists and Poets

The Westwood Artists group hosted an Artists Reception for their annual Art Exhibit at the

Westwood Public Library on Wednesday, March 4th. This year, the stunning visual art from local

artists is complemented by the art of poetry. Local adult poets and student poets from the Martha

Jones School contributed Ekphrastic Poems—poems inspired by a piece of art—which are

displayed alongside the corresponding artwork. The exhibit will be open to the public in the main

gallery of the Westwood Public Library throughout April.



The lottery for enrollment in Extended Day & Before School for the 2026-2027 school year opened

on Monday March 2, and will remain open until Friday March 27 at 5:00pm. An email came from

Westwood Public Schools on Monday 3/2 with the application information and links to apply.

Please reach out to the Extended Day Office directly with any questions or concerns.

email: mfagone@westwood.k12.ma.us

Save the date! Our International Night Celebration is happening on Friday, March 27th from 6:00–

8:30 PM, and you’re invited! We’re moving the event to cooler weather for everyone’s comfort, and

we can’t wait to come together for a night of fun, food, and culture. Enjoy exciting performances,
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tasty international dishes, and lots of great moments with friends and family as we celebrate what

makes our school community so special. Mark your calendars and get ready for a joyful evening of

connection and global flair!

Host a Table

Please see the Math Newsletter from our Math Curriculum Coordinator, Molly Singh, and Math

Specialist, Erin Aaron.

MJ / WHS Book Drive

The MJ Student Council has partnered with the Westwood High

School’s Key Club in hosting a town-wide book drive from March

9th to March 20th! Donations of new and used books for all ages

would be greatly appreciated. Donations will go to the More Than

Words Organization, a used bookstore in Boston that provides

houseless people aged 16-24 with a job opportunity. Here at MJ you

can find donation bins outside the cafeteria under the Student

Council bulletin board. Thank you so much for your contribution!

Our Student Council Advisors this year are:

MaryKate Stimpson mstimpson@westwood.k12.ma.us and

Katharine Fader kfader@westwood.k12.ma.us

Important Upcoming Events

Monday, March 9 - Enrichment

Wednesday, March 11 - Early Release

Thursday, March 12 - MJ PTO STEM Fair

Monday, March 16 - Enrichment

Wednesday March 18th 2-3 pm (cafeteria), Combined Rehearsal All 5th grade

Wednesday, March 18th - Grade 5 District Programing: Parent Information Night - Downey

School, 7:00PM - 8:00PM, 5th Grade Puberty Program (letter)

Thursday March 19th 10:00 am (cafeteria), Concert

Wednesday, March 25 - Early Release

Wednesday, April 1 - Gr 3 Field Trip - USS Constitution

Friday, April 3 - No School - Holiday

Monday, April 6 & Tuesday, April 7 - Grade 5, Our Changing Body Program

Wednesday, April 8 - Early Release

Thursday, April 9 - Art Show

Friday, April 10 - ELA MCAS (Gr. 3, 4, 5)

Monday, April 13 - ELA MCAS (Gr. 3, 4, 5)

Tuesday, April 14 - Gr 2 Field Trip - Wheelock Theater

Tuesday, April 14 & Wednesday, April 15 - ELA MCAS (Gr. 3, 4, 5) Make-Ups

Monday, April 20 - Friday, April 24 - No School - Vacation

Monday, April 27 - School Resumes

Tuesday, April 28 - K Field Trip - Discovery Museum

Wednesday, April 29 - Early Release
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Tuesday, May 5 - Gr. 3 to Fisher School

Tuesday, May 12 - Gr 1 Field Trip - Blue Hills Trailside Museum

Tuesday, May 12 - Math MCAS(Gr. 3, 4, 5)

Wednesday, May 13 - Early Release

Thursday, May 14 - Math MCAS (Gr. 3, 4, 5)

Friday, May 15 - Math MCAS Make-Ups (Gr. 3, 4, 5)

Monday, May 18 - Science (Gr. 5)

Tuesday, May 19 - Science (Gr. 5)

Wednesday, May 20 - Science (Gr. 5) Make-Ups

Wednesday, May 27 - Early Release

Wednesday, June 3 - Early Release

Tuesday, June 16 - Student Last Day (Tentative with no make-ups)

Your school menu can be viewed at Menus | Westwood Public Schools (nutrislice.com). Please

check daily as the menu may change.

Grade 2 Embracing thr MJ Core Values

For the last seven years this particular bulletin board has been a perenial installation highlighting

each second graders unique way of expressing how they are kind, curious, responsible, or

https://westwoodps.nutrislice.com/menu


respectful. The art work is precious and each child was given the opportunity to share with their

classmates through words and pictures how he/she embraces one of the MJ Core Values.

Student Safety and Vehicle Traffic

Student safety is one of our utmost concerns. We kindly ask that

you are extra mindful when you are driving to MJ to collect your

child. The safety of all students depends on all drivers obeying the

rules and speed limits.

Thank you

CORI Forms

And while we're on the subject of safety... did you know that the

District requires that all volunteers must complete a CORI

annually?? If you did not complete a new form when the school year

started in September you WILL BE REQUIRED to complete a new

form for this calendar year.

Also note the CORI Form submission is not considered complete

until it is also accompanied with a copy of your current picture ID

(License or Passport). Please click the pic to get a pdf copy of the

CORI form.

Thank you for adhering to the District Safety practices.

Lost & Found

Only a few items can be seen on the Lost & Found rack. Yeah 👏

There is however a bin that has a number of gloves, mittens, and

hats. These items are all unlabelled.

(For those who remember Ms. Santangelo uses the old Filene's

Basement method - date and check 👗)

Bus Reminders

For those families who have signed up for bus services this is just

a quick reminder that students may only ride his/her assigned bus.

Transporting students to alternative, yet existing, stops on the

student's same route may be granted if done so on a regular basis

(example: three days per week). Requests for alternative stops

should be made in writing to: Scherie Ciarrocchi, Bus Coordinator

and sent to: Westwood Public Schools, 220 Nahatan Street, Westwood, MA 02090. Transporting

students for play dates, lessons, or other reasons is not permitted. A full list of Transportation

FAQs can be found on the WPS District website.

Office Volunteers

If you have been to MJ during lunchtime you might have observed some students helping out in the

front office. Last year I started a volunteer program with some 4th graders to come and help with

basic office work (copying, sorting and delivering mail, filing, and other adhoc projects as needed).

It was such a popular activity Mr K gave the go ahead to continue with this unconventional learning

program for this years fourth graders. It was explained that students were giving up 5 to 10 minutes

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l7b3vExoXKUfu1NcTmbg73B2FB8ooouX/view?usp=sharing
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of lunch/recess time to come help in the office. Names were collected at the start of the school

year and I had a total 19 students sign up. The program is completely volunteer based and we are

already well into our second round of "Office Helpers". I'd like to give a special shout out to all the

helpers who have been instrumental in keeping the office running smoothly.

Partner reading in Kindergarten is a high-impact strategy that boosts reading fluency, confidence

and comprehension while fostering social skills through collaboration. By working in pairs,

students practice decoding, receive immediate peer feedback, and increase motivation in a low-

pressure, supportive environment.



This week, fourth graders participated in the "Top Secret Science"

program. Students learned about the following topics: gravity,

energy, force and motion. They participated in a range of hands-on

activities, including the creation of a balancing tool, "hover cups,"

and a floating ping-pong ball challenge. Thank you to the PTO for

making this engaging science experience possible!



In the Learning Center, second graders are learning to read multisyllabic words by identifying open

and closed syllables. A closed syllable has a consonant that “closes the door,” making the vowel

short (like pic-nic). An open syllable ends in a vowel, and the vowel is “open” and says its long

sound (like ro-bot).

Students practice marking up words by finding vowels, dividing syllables, and labeling each one. We

use a “house and door” visual to help them remember: a closed door means a short vowel, and an

open house means a long vowel!

Marching right along. Read-a-Thon and the Book Fair are always fan favorites and they were

smashing successes again this year. Thanks to ALL the volunteers that make it run. More exciting

and fun ways to connect with the MJ community over the coming weeks. Wednesdays all month,

you can Dine Out at Not Your Average Joes! Grab a bite, a drink & support your PTO. Check out the

updated Save the Dates below for a quick calendar add. Lastly, be on the lookout for another

Westwood Gear drop in the near future with all those warm weather styles we’re dying to have

matching weather.

Happily,

Your PTO

SAVE THE DATES

SEPAC & WPS Roundtable - March 12th

DINE OUT @ Not Your Average Joes- Wednesdays in March

District Wide Math Meet - March 25th

International Night - March 27th

DINE OUT @ Mecha Noodle Bar - April 8th

STEM & Art Fair- April 9th

Movie Night - April 10th

Parent/Caregiver Social - April 11th

Want to save even more dates? Check out the full PTO Calendar

INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

Our International Night Celebration is happening on Friday, March

27th from 6:00–8:30 PM, and you’re invited! We’re moving the event

to cooler weather for everyone’s comfort, and we can’t wait to

come together for a night of fun, food, and culture. Enjoy exciting

https://www.mjspto.com/ptocalendar


performances, tasty international dishes, and lots of great moments with friends and family as we

celebrate what makes our school community so special. Mark your calendars and get ready for a

joyful evening of connection and global flair! Would you like to host a table? Sign up here!

DINE OUT

Dine out on any Wednesday in March and enjoy lunch or dinner

without the prep work! Visit Not Your Average Joe's in Norwood for

lunch, dinner or take out and let your server or phone representative

know to flag your check as a fundraiser participant. MJS will

receive 20% from all the flagged checks donated back. Feel free to share this promotion with

friends, family, and neighbors!

STEM FAIR **new date**

The STEM fair is an annual event for students to explore Science,

Technology, Engineering, and Math projects and present them to the

Martha Jones community. Scientists can work individually or in

groups of 2 or 3. Projects are completed outside of school and

showcased at the fair. Each project will have table space to display

a posterboard and materials. Need an idea? Check out some

Project Ideas

Register by April 4th

Join the PTO!

We are actively looking to fill board positions for next year. A board seat is a two year

commitment, with a “shadow year” to learn the ropes. Questions? Reach out to Ally or Lisa to learn

more!

PARENT SOCIAL

We’re excited to kick off planning for our 2026 Parent/Caregiver Social on April 11th! This is our

biggest fundraiser of the year, and we’d love your help to make it a success. We’re looking for

volunteers to help with everything from planning and decorations to donations, setup, and

breakdown. No party-planning experience required! Fresh ideas are always welcome—whether

you’re new to Martha Jones or have never attended the social before, we’d love to have you

involved.

If you’re interested in joining the committee, please reach out to Kristen Donahue at 781-492-

8446.

DO YOU FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM

Love the reminders about all things MJ when you’re scrolling? Take

a minute and like or comment to keep us showing up in the feed!

Join our Facebook group or follow us on Instagram

@marthajonespto

MJ PTO General Information

Martha Jones PTO Meeting Dates 2025-2026

May 5, 2026, 7pm

https://www.mjspto.com/packet/t30755456
https://www.notyouraveragejoes.com/westwood
https://email.membershiptoolkit.com/ls/click?upn=u001.dP20uh2xUDz7Ju9WhAzXUJurS7gYrhUSEaGQOjTZgoCuP0ieRywZ3Qy4Yv-2Fa0V0t5urt_0YDv7czF5JvmO6vxeKiXeimlxNM0HnlFa72M28NxNX-2BItAlW-2FSPtNAVI5HOBuhKYDyAhjHag2kmBoQ-2F3GoHpYpPYeiqnG6OnfznruVPIjSIDKB6A6x-2BWWb-2FOOaiYo78vBm7AFrXAzIc-2B0sCf7b0m8Lvw4NwgB3uw5UeXRZYBNi2aPDOjbvPBBbVGrtzMlrvjEotNNCm7XRpRjpnNTDdzVn3tqIj-2FTFKhgzmfhJ94GfaVqu9opuO0apNh9rJnho6m3fpxrOO7VHw8km8Qxz1Ao8HDGADzlnKQJc4LfQgBauanrcO2kgPIBams0BtPWPuhl-2F4eOYGk8hSn8yxVSJIbK6d4zrsaYAWn7aPefDF-2F9nIOTMnYzmuQ8R53u-2BbjY2zO
https://email.membershiptoolkit.com/ls/click?upn=u001.dP20uh2xUDz7Ju9WhAzXUBCNhxNoDhFOeYmGxkgEdsVCw8RyyCt2i46T7dOx0i3Ae4Tfkko5eY2FQNMRQ0iLkD7Kwqjnw6aaUFN2tc6kw6sI5e5tFnhN5RxKJhKfBYgIoBug_0YDv7czF5JvmO6vxeKiXeimlxNM0HnlFa72M28NxNX-2BItAlW-2FSPtNAVI5HOBuhKYDyAhjHag2kmBoQ-2F3GoHpYpPYeiqnG6OnfznruVPIjSIDKB6A6x-2BWWb-2FOOaiYo78vBm7AFrXAzIc-2B0sCf7b0m8Lvw4NwgB3uw5UeXRZYBNi2aPDOjbvPBBbVGrtzMlrvjEotNNCm7XRpRjpnNTDdzVrnQabPFufxwCnkenBbh9ylkqPNCVx-2FnsVmxn4cEW2eq-2FAwK2ozrX51lAtY7WG9mwRU5QWi9IyoFi5P6W48CA-2Bzq8fFKpSsKr9TzcYu0Zjiv5l1KjVIefEjkBKohmZ21tcCDvGbxxo37Yb19-2Brl7uxUSAFnBwWinxg38oHsd9WUB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/FjO7BCZstHP6Cv1UkTZPXg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhL2tOP0QwaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2dyb3Vwcy82NDU3NDg0MTIxOTgzMzkvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASM43Tl-THWDFUhlkdG9iaW5Ad2VzdHdvb2QuazEyLm1hLnVzWAQAAAAB
https://www.instagram.com/marthajonespto/


PTO CONTACT FOR EVENTS, NOTICES:

If you have an event or notice for our PTO update, please email it to:

PTO Co-Secretary - Jenn Katsilieris, Erika Gauthier

Martha Jones PTO Board 2025-2026

Ally Pavlic, Co-President

Lisa Lennon, Co-President

Abbe Lynch, Co-Treasurer

Monisha Dabek, Co-Treasurer

Jenn Katsilieris, Co-Secretary

Erika Gauthier, Co-Secretary

Priya Sharma, Co-Social Media

Gina Ciampolillo , Co-Social Media

Lauren Fortin, SEPAC

The Westwood Special Education Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC) is a state-mandated, parent-run

group working to promote a network of parents, guardians, and caregivers of children with special

needs.

Information about SEPAC and events can be found at https://www.westwoodsepac.org/events.

Please see their informational video.

Throughout the school year, there may be family, community, or broader world events that are

impacting your family and child(ren). If you need some support with how to talk with your child

about violence, loss, or scary events, please reach out to your child’s teacher, me or our School

Psychologist, Ms. MaryKate Stimpson. Additionally, I have found the following resources to be

valuable:

How to talk to children about violence (1 page), (full) - NASP

How to talk about natural disasters and help children cope - NASP

Helping children cope with terrorism - NASP

Talking to Children about hate crimes and anti-semitism - National Child Traumatic Stress

Network

mailto:jennifer.katsilieris@gmail.com
mailto:erika.t.gauthier@gmail.com
http://allyson.carney@gmail.com/
mailto:mcenany.lisa@yahoo.com
http://abbebitting@gmail.com/
mailto:monisha.dabek@yahoo.com
http://Jennifer.Katsilieris@gmail.com/
mailto:erika.t.gauthier@gmail.com
http://priya2708@gmail.com/
mailto:gina.ciampolillo@yahoo.com
mailto:laurenfortin@gmail.com
https://www.westwoodsepac.org/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACbXDWUuu3s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fBZlo0b-DeokB26MsWsJqOa5Y2QcAZWC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MJ0eKp9T7dtnorBcJkBgL3AxBQAbYObv/view
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/natural-disaster-resources/large-scale-natural-disasters-helping-children-cope
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/helping-children-cope-with-terrorism
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/fact-sheet/talking_to_kids_about_hate_crimes_anti-semitism_final.pdf


Interface Referral Service is like a match.com for counseling providers. You contact them with

insurance and presenting problem and they try to match you with an available provider.

Westwood Youth & Family Services Website has been supporting and advocating for the children

and families in our community since 1986.

Westwood Community Chest is a 501(c)(3) Public Charity dedicated to helping Westwood

residents in need through temporary financial assistance. Single parents in need of safe summer

activities for their children through our “Campership” program. Children who need school supplies

or medical treatment. Families who have experienced job loss or other financial crisis and are

struggling to make ends meet.

The Westwood Food Pantry, located in Westwood, Massachusetts, is committed to providing

essential provisions to individuals and families in our community who need temporary assistance.

Westwood Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religion,

disability, national origin, or sexual orientation.

If you need this document translated, please call the Westwood Public Schools’ Student Services

Department at 781-326-7500 ext. 1346 or email your request to lplouffe@westwood.k12.ma.us.

Thank you.

如果您需要翻译本文档，请致电Westwood的公立学校的学生服务部在781 326-7500 ext. 1346 或电
子邮件您的要求 lplouffe@westwood.k12.ma.us 谢谢你。
7500-326 .ext اذا بحاجة الى هذه الوثيقة المترجمة ، يرجى الاتصال على إدارة المدارس العامة ويستوود 'الخدمات الطلابية في 781

أو على البريد الالكتروني الخاص بك 1346 lplouffe@westwood.k12.ma.us لك. لطلب كنتشكرا
Если вам нужен этот документ переводится, пожалуйста, позвоните

Вествудгосударственных школах "Студенческие службы Департамента по 781 326-7500 ext.

1346 или по электронной почте запрос на lplouffe@westwood.k12.ma.us Спасибо.

Matthew Kuklentz
Matthew is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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