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Overview
1. Recent changes in math education

2. Course pathways at Thurston

3. WHS math classes

4. Off the beaten path

5. Myths and realities

6. Q & A



A quick activity...
1. If you haven’t already had the chance to do so, introduce yourself to your 

tablemates

2. Review the “Building with Toothpicks” activity.  (No need to actually answer--just 

read through.)

3. Share your thoughts with your table and discuss.  What do you notice about this 

task?  How does it compare with what you remember from your own middle 

school math?  What are the strengths and drawbacks of using activities like these?  



That’s Not How I Learned It...



Recent changes in 
math education

From algorithm-centered to 

concept-centered

The rise of real world problems           

(Dan Meyer’s math class makeover)

Technological enhancements to 

understanding 

https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_meyer_math_curriculum_makeover
https://www.desmos.com/calculator


Math Pathways at TMS
Sequence Diagram

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByZ1r1qvktKbRmphWmlGa09QRW8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByZ1r1qvktKbRmphWmlGa09QRW8/view?usp=sharing


Math at Westwood High School

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OM1ArMcOHd__MMrVF-7qfCyWR8MOeHjNBB6REbn-k4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OM1ArMcOHd__MMrVF-7qfCyWR8MOeHjNBB6REbn-k4/edit


Acceleration, doubling 
up and other unusual 

options

Accelerating at TMS

WHS “double” option

A few words of caution



Myths and 
realities

Myth #1:  my child needs calculus to get into a good college

Myth #2:  my child need to be in Level 1 math in 7th grade in 

order to get into a good college

Myth #3:  my child needs to take outside math classes in 

order to be successful in math

Myth #4:  my child needs a tutor in order to be successful in 

math

Myth #5:  a tutor or outside math class will ensure that my 

child is successful in accelerated math

http://college.usatoday.com/2015/10/31/should-i-take-calculus-before-college/
http://college.usatoday.com/2015/10/31/should-i-take-calculus-before-college/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865577774/New-research-says-the-push-to-have-students-take-algebra-by-8th-grade-has-hurt-not-help-students.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2012/01/22/are-after-school-math-centers-really-worth-money/l33gwZ3YTz7upb77uYyEiK/story.html


Questions?


