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A quick activity...

1.

If you haven’t already had the chance to do so, introduce yourself to your
tablemates

Review the “Building with Toothpicks” activity. (No need to actually answer--just
read through.)

Share your thoughts with your table and discuss. What do you notice about this
task? How does it compare with what you remember from your own middle
school math? What are the strengths and drawbacks of using activities like these?
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“All I'm saying is we plug these into Excel, let it do its thing,
and then we can all play until lunch!”

That’s Not How | Learned It...



R e c e nt c h a 1 ge S I n Dan Mever’s math class makeover
m ath e d UC at I on Technological enhancements



https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_meyer_math_curriculum_makeover
https://www.desmos.com/calculator

Math Pathways at TMS

Sequence Diagram

THURSTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Typical Math Course Sequences

The flowchart below shows current math classes in grades 6 - 9. Follow the arrows from one class to see
the possible course options for the next year.

Grade 7
Mathematics
Level 3

Grade 8
Mathematics
Level 3

Grade 9
Algebra Level 3

Grade 6
Integrated
Mathematics

Grade 7
Mathematics
Level 2*

Grade 8
Mathematics
Level 2

Grade 9 Grade 9
Algebra Level 2 Algebra Level 1

Grade 7
Pre-Algebra
Level 1

Grade 8
Algebra
Level 1%

Grade 9
Geometry Level 1

* The Level 1 program is now sequenced so that students are expected to master three years’ worth of math standards i two years”
time. Moving from level in 7" grade to level 1 in 8" grade is rarely recommended, and students must complete additional summer

work.

**n order to qualify for Level 1 Geometry in 9" grade, students must meet performance criteria set by the high school math
department. Grades, a placement exam and standardized test data are all considered.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByZ1r1qvktKbRmphWmlGa09QRW8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByZ1r1qvktKbRmphWmlGa09QRW8/view?usp=sharing

Math at Westwood High School

Personal
Finance L3



https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OM1ArMcOHd__MMrVF-7qfCyWR8MOeHjNBB6REbn-k4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OM1ArMcOHd__MMrVF-7qfCyWR8MOeHjNBB6REbn-k4/edit

Acceleration, doubling

up and other unusual
options




Myths and
realities

Myth #1: my child needs calculus to get into a good college

Myth #2: my child need to be in Level 1 math in 7th grade in
order to get into a good college

Myth #3: my child needs to take outside math classes in
order to be successful in math

Myth #4: my child needs a tutor in order to be successful in
math

Myth #5: a tutor or outside math class will ensure that my
child is successful in accelerated math


http://college.usatoday.com/2015/10/31/should-i-take-calculus-before-college/
http://college.usatoday.com/2015/10/31/should-i-take-calculus-before-college/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865577774/New-research-says-the-push-to-have-students-take-algebra-by-8th-grade-has-hurt-not-help-students.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2012/01/22/are-after-school-math-centers-really-worth-money/l33gwZ3YTz7upb77uYyEiK/story.html




