Thurston Middle School Update
Aim High  Work Hard  Help Someone Else  Do the Right Thing
April 18, 2012
Dear Thurston Families,
Last week was chock full of excitement for Thurston students, parents and teachers. Here are just a few
highlights:
Thurston band and chorus students visited Westwood’s elementary schools and performed for
incoming grade 5 students.
Author Natalie Babbitt (Tuck Everlasting) shared her wit and wisdom with 6 Red students.
Students in all three grades participated in our annual tri-ball playoff tournament.
Parents and teachers on the assistant principal search team selected three finalist candidates
who will visit Thurston after the break. When they return to Thurston, finalists will have the
opportunity to meet with parents, staff members and students.
The cast and crew of The Music Man wowed audiences with a series of fantastic performances.
Term 3 report cards were distributed to students on Friday. Signed copies are due back to
homeroom teachers by next Wednesday (April 25).
Looking ahead to the week coming up after the break, I have a few reminders to share:
6th grade foreign language selection forms were due last week. If your child has not yet turned
in his/her form, please send it in ASAP. Extra copies are available on our web site.
Online registration for bus transportation 2012-2013 has started! Visit the Westwood Public
Schools home page for details. A flier with more information appears in the forms and
publications section of the Thurston web site.
Nutrakids, the district’s new online payment program, begins on April 25. A letter with
detailed information about the switch was sent out last week and is posted in the Forms and
Publications section of our web site.
Westwood’s summer enrichment program is still accepting registration for summer classes.
Classes offer kids in grades K-8 the chance to learn Spanish, work on their hip hop moves,
develop digital photography skills, have fun with algebra, make stuff out of duct tape, etc. See
the flier in Forms and Publications for more info.
Tuesday, May 1 is Thurston night at Bamboo in Dedham. No flier or coupon necessary—just
show up or call for takeout between 5 and 9 PM, and 15% of all food and beverage orders will
benefit the Bulldogs! Special thanks to Thurston parent John Cummings for suggesting the venue
and making the arrangements.

Our spring PTO general meeting is scheduled for 7:30 PM on Tuesday, May 8. Thurston’s
guidance department will share helpful information and tips for parents about students and cell
phones, I will present a brief overview of how Thurston teachers are using professional
development time, and our PTO officers will provide updates on the PTO board and committee
work so far this year.
The 8th annual Thurston Fun Run takes place on Sunday, May 20! Registration forms were
distributed with report cards, and are also available online and in the office.
I hope you are enjoying good weather and good times with family and friends this vacation!
All the best,

Allison F. Borchers, Principal
(781) 326-7500 x2398
aborchers@westwood.k12.ma.us

PTO Update
SPRING APPARE, EIGHTH GRADE T-SHIRTS and TRACK AND FIELD T-SHIRTS
All merchandise will be sent home with your children immediately following April vacation.
SAVE THESE DATES...
BAMBOO RESTAURANT/THURSTON NIGHT
Tuesday, MAY 1, 2012 - 5:00-9:00 pm
15% of your total sales from dine-in, take-out (bar included) will go back to our school.
NEXT PTO MEETING
Tuesday, MAY 8, 2012 - 7:30 pm
THURSTON FUN RUN
Sunday, MAY 20, 2012 - 12:00 noon!
EIGHTH GRADE SEMI-FORMAL
Friday, JUNE 8, 2012
...more details to follow
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR HELPING US GIVE THURSTON, AND OUR
CHILDREN, 24 NEW MICROSCOPES AND 50 CHROMEBOOKS THIS SCHOOL YEAR!
AN ADDITIONAL 24 MICROSCOPES WILL BE GIVEN IN SEPTEMBER,
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR.
None of this would be possible without our outstanding Thurston families’ support!
THANK YOU AND HAVE A WONDERFUL VACATION WEEK!
Joanne Ouellette, Jennifer Zonderman, Kelly Harrington, Bill Kearns

School Announcements

Thurston Fun Run
The 8th Annual Thurston Fun Run is coming! The run will take place rain or shine on Sunday, May 20
at noon. Registration forms were distributed last week and are also available in the office and online.
Girls Volleyball!!!
Learn to play volleyball or come and improve your volleyball skills. These sessions will teach you the
volleyball basics that you need know to make the high school team. If you are interested in becoming a
more competitive player and have a passion for volleyball sign up in the front office today!
Where you sign up: The front office
Where we play: The Middle School Gym
Who: 6th, 7th, 8th grade girls
When: Mondays and Wednesday from 2:40-4:00
Starting date: Monday, April 30th - Wednesday may 30th
If you have any question please email Sammy Brooks at 14sbrooks@wpsstudents.org.
Dress Code Reminder
With the advent of warm weather a couple of weeks ago, and hopefully more good weather ahead, the
time is right to remind everyone of expectations about appropriate dress at school. Our school dress code
(which appears below) is pretty straightforward, but we do occasionally get the question “How short is
too short?” from students as well as parents. A good “rule of thumb” that we try to use: shorts or skirts
that do not reach a child’s fingertips when her/his arms are relaxed and straight at her/his sides and
probably too short for school.
Thurston’s dress code is governed by health, safety, decency, and the protection of school property. Because
of these factors, all students will be expected to wear appropriate clothing. Clothing that is disruptive to the
educational process, poses safety concerns, and/or interferes with an individual’s right to learn is not
permitted. No student will be allowed to wear any style of clothing, footwear, or accessory that may be unsafe
or hazardous. We ask students not to wear the following:
•
•

hats or other non-religious head-coverings
sunglasses

•

shirts that display obscene language, violence; or references to drugs, alcohol or tobacco

•
•

clothing that exposes midriffs or underwear (including bra straps); low-cut tops
spaghetti-strap, halter or strapless tops

•

short shorts or skirts; boxer-like shorts

•

chains (e.g., wallet or belt chains)

In addition, certain types of footwear may be prohibited in some classes for safety reasons. It is important for
students to understand that the administration will be the final judge with regard to this policy. Students who
do not follow the policy may be removed from class until more appropriate clothing is provided by parents,
guardians, or caretakers. This policy applies to all school functions such as field trips, dances, etc. (TMS
Student Hand Book 2011-2012, p. 5-6)

If you have any questions about our dress code, please feel free to contact me directly.
Canned Goods Collection
Thurston 8th graders Bridget Doherty and Mary Cote are collecting canned goods for three great
causes. First, the cans will be used to anchor the luminaries that line the track in the Relay for Life of
Greater Norwood 2012. After the relay, the cans will be donated to restock the Westwood Food Pantry.
Finally, the “boxtop” labels will be removed from the cans and given to the Sheehan School boxtop
collection. Collection boxes will be located near building entrances. I’ll be providing updates
throughout March and April as the girls work toward their goal of collecting 2,000 cans.

School Lunch Menus
School lunch menus are now available on the Westwood Public School’s district web site. Visit School Lunch
Menus (http://www.westwood.k12.ma.us/index.cfm?pid=22356) to see daily specials along with items available
every day. We’ll have printouts of the lunch menus available in the office as well.

Calendar of Events
Important dates and upcoming events:
Mon

4/23

10:00

Assistant Principal Finalist Parent Meeting (Caf Annex)

Tue

4/24

Wed

4/25

10:00
5:30
10:00
X-Block

Assistant Principal Finalist Parent Meeting (Caf Annex)
WOSC Spaghetti Dinner & Parent Meeting
Assistant Principal Finalist Parent Meeting (Caf Annex)
Student Council Meeting

Mon
Tue

4/30
5/1

2:30
5:00 – 9:00

WOSC Meeting
Thurston night at Bamboo Restaurant (Dedham)

Wed

5/2

8:45
1:10

PTO Board Meeting
Early Dismissal

Fri
Sat

5/4
5/5

4:45 AM
~8:00 PM

WOSC trip departs
WOSC trip returns

Tue

5/8

Wed

5/9

X-Block
7:30 PM
4:00

Student Council
PTO General Membership Meeting
School Site Council

Mon

5/14

2:30

WOSC Meeting

Tue
Wed

5/15
5/16

4:00
1:10

Grade 8 Red Sox Trip I
Early Dismissal

Thu

5/17

7:30 PM

School Committee Meeting

Fri

5/18

7:30 PM

7th Grade Dance

Thurston Middle School does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, or sexual orientation.

